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Board Members Present: Chairman David K. Boone, Member Pamela A. Oxendine, Member James P. Weaver, 
Member Dawn Y. Baxton, and Member Natalie Beauchaine 

Board Staff Present: Elections Director Derek L. Bowens, Deputy Director Brenda Baker and Election Services 
Manager Julius Richards 

Guests in Attendance: Chief Human Resources Officer and Employment Counsel Kathy Everett-Perry 

Meeting Type: In-Person 

Meeting Opening 

Chairman Boone called the meeting to order at approximately 5:30 p.m. at the Durham County Board of Elections 
Office (3825 S. Roxboro St. Suite 101 Durham, NC 27713) and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Approval of Agenda 

Mr. Bowens presented the Board with a request to approve the agenda for the meeting. Following review, Mrs. 
Oxendine moved to approve the agenda as submitted by staff. The motion carried unanimously, 5-0. 

Approval of Minutes 

Mr. Bowens presented the Board with a request to approve minutes for the 4/9 Board meeting. Following review, 
Mrs. Beauchaine moved to approve the minutes as submitted by staff. The motion carried unanimously, 4-1, with 
Ms. Baxton abstaining due to absence. 

Director’s Report 

Mr. Bowens provided updates on Legal Matters, List Maintenance, Finances, and the office receiving a 2025 United 
States Election Assistance Commission Clearie Award. 

New Business 

a. Adoption of the 2026 Statewide General Election Early Voting Plan 

• Mr. Bowens presented the Board with the proposed 2026 Statewide General Election Early 
Voting Plan. Following review and discussion, Ms. Baxton moved to adopt the 2026 Statewide 
General Election Early Voting Plan as presented by staff. The motion carried unanimously, 5-
0. The plan was adopted with 10 total early voting locations. 
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General Discussion 

Mr. Bowens informed the Board of a Durham City Council work session on May 21, 2026, where staff will present 
options for potential charter changes affecting municipal elections for the city. Mr. Bowens also provided an update 
regarding a service awards ceremony scheduled for August 14, 2026, to honor precinct officials who have served 20 
or more elections in Durham County. It was also noted that staff completed the State Auditor’s request for 2022 and 
2024 election cost data, which was submitted by the established deadline. Staff are currently working with the State 
Board of Elections Compliance and Performance Division on a List Maintenance Audit. 

Public Comments and Questions 

One comment was provided in person and addressed by Mr. Bowens. 

Closed Session 

The Board entered closed session under N.C.G.S. §§ 143-318.11(a)(1) and 143-318.11(a)(6) at approximately 6:00 
p.m. to discuss personnel matters. The Board returned to open session at approximately 6:17 p.m., in accordance
with N.C. Gen. Stat. § 143-318.10(d), to conduct business remaining before the Board.

Adjournment 

The Board adjourned at approximately 6:18 p.m., on a motion made by Mrs. Oxendine. The motion carried 
unanimously, 5-0. 

s/Pamela A. Oxendine
Secretary 


